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MINUTES OF MEETING 
CITY OF PERTH AMBOY 

PLANNING BOARD 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2013 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chairperson Maria Garcia 
 
Salute to the flag (Pledge of Allegiance was said). 
 
Chairperson Maria Garcia advised the audience that notice of this meeting has been published 
in The Home News & Tribune and listed on the City of Perth Amboy’s web page at 
www.ci.perthamboy.nj.us. Notice has been posted on the bulletin board in the City Clerk’s office, 
indicating that tonight’s meeting is being held at the Council Chambers, City Hall, 260 High 
Street, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Those present: Chairperson Maria Garcia, Vice Chairperson Christine Dispenziere, Mr. 

Kurt Rebovich Jr. - Secretary, Mr. William Petrick – Councilman, Ms. 
Karen Kubulak, Mr. David Szilagyi Mr. Steven Nascimento, Ms. Lissette 
Martinez, Mrs. Maria Farber, and Mr. S. Diaz (6:45 pm) 

 
Those absent: Mayor Wilda Diaz (excused) 
 
Planning Board Staff present at the meeting: 

 
 Jamie Rios, Administrative Officer 

Clifford Gibbons, Esq. 
 Jeffrey Rauch, P.E., P.P. 
 Iwona Cwiek, Recording Secretary 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Master Plan Recreation Report 
 
Robert Tessier, PP, and Thomas Stanuikynas, PP, of NJ Department of Community Affairs, 
Local Planning Services (LPS) presented Master Plan Recreation Element, which was 
submitted to the Board prior to the meeting.  In creating this Recreation Element, LPS worked 

http://www.ci.perthamboy.nj.us/
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cooperatively with the Perth Amboy Dept. of Human Services Office of Recreation, which 
operates the City’s 21 parks. 
 
Mr. Stanuikynas gave the Board an overview of the Recreation Element.  The objective of this 
plan is to provide an inventory of existing facilities and their condition, consider community input 
and make recommendations to protect and strengthen the recreation facilities and programs 
available to the citizens of Perth Amboy.  The LPS staff crafted six over-arching goals, which 
encompass the needs and concerns of the community: 
 

1. Improve the Maintenance of Existing Parks 
2. Improve Access, Safety and Awareness at Park Facilities 
3. Ensure the Current Park System meets the Needs of the Community 
4. Expand Recreations Opportunities beyond the Current Inventory 
5. Find Additional Funding Opportunities for Park Improvements 
6. Encourage Residents to become more active in Recreational Programs 

 
 
The city has a young, diverse and growing population, which requires a variety of active and 
passive recreational opportunities for a wide variety of users.  A long terms plan for providing 
the amount of facilities required for a growing city like Perth Amboy needs to be developed in 
partnership with State, County and local stakeholders.  Consistently maintaining and upgrading 
existing equipment and fields is and should remain a priority of the City, through the Office of 
Recreation, the Public Works Departments, and the City Council.   
 
Mr. Szilagyi stated that he had reviewed tape from August 7, 2013, meeting. 
 
Board discussed additional recreational components, especially part of the land from Fayette 
Street to Buckingham Avenue and High Street and along the waterfront. 
 
Mr. Tessier stated that he will incorporate additional components into one document and 
distribute it to the Board’s members. 
 
Public portion: 
 

- Kenneth Ortiz, Superintendent of Recreation Dept., asked the Board to approve the 
report.  It will help the City to obtain grants for the recreation improvements. 

 
Ms. Kubulak made a motion to approve Master Plan Recreation Report with the conditions set 
forth and the motion was so moved and seconded by Councilman Petrick.   The motion was 
voted on and approved by the vote of 9. 
 
 
APPLICATIONS:  
 
Docket No. 2981 Buckeye Perth Amboy Terminal, LLC 
   Maurer Road 
   Block 481; Lot 1    
 
The applicant is requesting for an amended Preliminary Major Site Plan for Butane Tank and 
Injection System and Final Major Site Plan for Butane Tanks and Injection System; and Tank 
117 approval. 
 
Mr. Stephen F. Hehl, Esq. is representing the applicant.  He submitted an affidavit of publication 
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and affidavit of service prior to the meeting. Mr. Hehl gave a brief overview on this application. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his first witness Mr. Jason Kappel, PE, with Spec Engineering.  He is sworn-in by 
Mr. Gibbons.  He outlined the three proposals which are Final Major Site Plan approval for New 
Tank 117 in the Central Yard which is a portion of Project B in Phase II under the application 
2964-PB, amended Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan approval sought for the 3 new Butane 
Tanks and Injection System in the East Yard which is Project H in Phase II, and amended 
Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan approval sought for 2 new Vapor Combustion Units and 
CEMS Enclosure in the East Yard which is a portion of Project D in Phase I.  Mr. Kappel 
requested various waivers including application for State wetlands approval, an on-site drainage 
plan, off-site drainage plan, exterior lighting plan, landscaping and screenings, screening for 
bulk storage areas, and fence construction. 
 
Mr. Kappel explained what Butane liquid is.  They use the Butane liquid in the gasoline to add to 
its performance. It is the gaseous component of natural gas.  Butane is one of dozens of gases 
extracted from natural gas when processing.  The three (3) proposed 60,000 gallon Butane 
Tanks will contained liquefied Butane to be injected into the gasoline as an additive.  One of the 
improvements was the decision to widen the driveway to improve truck turning radii.  A portion 
of the widened pavement will be in the right of way of State Street which is a Middlesex County 
road.  Mr. Kappel addressed comments in Feist Engineering report dated October 24, 2013. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his second witness Mr. Richard Raides, Environmental Manager with Buckeye.    
He is sworn-in by Mr. Gibbons.  Mr. Raides explained the need to increase capacity of the tanks 
and the purpose of having butane tanks.  There will be about 10-20 delivery trucks on average 
day.  When it comes to the safety, they are obligated by state standards to which they will 
comply.  There is high security background check with every truck driver. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his third witness Mr. Kenneth Wersted, PE Traffic Engineer. He is sworn-in by Mr. 
Gibbons.  Mr. Wersted submitted Exhibit A1 – Traffic Report dated September 18, 2013, which 
was submitted prior to the meeting.  Mr. Wersted gave a background on traffic study done by 
Buckeye.   
 
Mr. Hehl calls his fourth witness Mr. Peter Borbas, PP.   He is sworn-in by Mr. Gibbons.  Mr. 
Borbas provided an overview of the planning justification for the grant associated with this 
application.  
 
 
Public Portion:  
 

- Mr. Michael Keller, 110 Rector Str., opposed to the application; spoke about danger of 
the butane gas. 

 
Mr. Szilagyi made a motion to approve the application with the conditions set forth and the 
motion was so moved and seconded by Ms. Kubulak.   The motion was voted on and approved 
by the vote of 9. 
 
 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION: 
 

A. Discussion of Agenda: none 
B. Suggestion for future topics of discussion: none 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Ms. Kubulak asked question regarding new maps submitted to the Board. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Questions from the Board regarding requested documents from Harbortown. 
 
 
MEMORIALIZATIONS: none 
 
  
CLOSED SESSION: none 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Sep. 4, Oct. 2, and Oct. 16, 2013 
 
Ms. Kubulak and Vice Chairman Dispenziere abstained on Oct. 2 minutes. 
 
Mr. Szilagyi made a motion to approve the minutes and the motion was so moved and 
seconded by Mr. Nascimento.  The motion was voted on and approved. 
 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  
 
Signed Iwona Cwiek's memo for payment of secretarial service for this meeting. 
 
Councilman Petrick made a motion to approve the payment and the motion was so moved and 
seconded by Mr. Szilagyi.  The motion was voted on and approved. 
 
 
ROLL CALL FOR UPCOMING MEETING: 
 
Next scheduled regular meeting: December 4, 2013, at 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Chairperson Garcia asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Rebovich made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Councilman Petrick.  Motion to adjourn the meeting 
of November 6, 2013, was so moved. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Iwona Cwiek 
Recording Secretary 


