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City of Perth Amboy Wilda Diaz, Mayor

PLANNING BOARD Mr. Clifford Gibbons, Esq.
375 New Brunswick Ave. Jamie Rios, Administrative Official
Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861 (732) 826-0183; Fax (732) 826-1361

MINUTES OF MEETING
CITY OF PERTH AMBOY

PLANNING BOARD
CONTINUATION OF MAY 1, 2013

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 2013

The regular meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. by Chairperson Maria Garcia.

Salute to the flag (Pledge of Allegiance was said).

Vice Chairperson Dispenziere advised the audience that notice of this meeting has been
published in The Home News & Tribune and listed on the City of Perth Amboy’s web page at
www.ci.perthamboy.nj.us. Notice has been posted on the bulletin board in the City Clerk’s office,
indicating that tonight’s meeting is being held at the Council Chambers, City Hall, 260 High
Street, at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:

Those present: Chairperson Maria Garcia, Vice Chairperson Christine Dispenziere, Mr.
William Petrick – Councilman, Ms. Karen Kubulak, Mr. David Szilagyi, Mr.
Steven Nascimento, Ms. Lissette Martinez, Mrs. Maria Farber, and Mr. S.
Diaz.

Those absent: Mr. Kurt Rebovich Jr., Secretary, and Mayor Wilda Diaz (both excused)

Planning Board Staff present at the meeting:

Jamie Rios, Administrative Officer
Clifford Gibbons, Esq.
Ernest W. Feist, P.E., P.P.
Iwona Cwiek, Recording Secretary

Chairperson Garcia stated that she viewed CD from the May 1, 2013, meeting.

MEMORIALIZATION:

Docket No. 2963 Menpe Corp. Approved 2/6/2013

Councilman Petrick made a motion to approve the resolution and the motion was so move and

http://www.ci.perthamboy.nj.us/
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seconded by Mr. Szilagyi. The resolution was voted on and approved by the vote of 5 with 4
abstentions.

APPLICATIONS:

Docket No. 2970 Housing Authority of Perth Amboy
Convery Blvd.
Block 339; Lot 1

The applicant is requesting for a Major Preliminary Site Plan Approval only. The applicant
proposes to construct three (3) two-story apartment buildings consisting of 70 garden
apartments and 2,500 SF Community Room for affordable housing purposes with 112 parking
spaces. Project consists of 14-1BR, 36-2BR & 20-3BR.

Continuation of May 1, 2013, meeting.

Mr. Edward Testino, Esq., is representing the applicant.

Mr. Gibbons asked Councilman Petrick to recuse himself from this point of meeting for his
comments at the previous meeting, based on Mr. Gibbons’ review of the CD.

Mr. Petrick recused himself from this portion of the meeting.

Ms. Kubulak asked Ms. Martinez to recuse herself from this portion of the meeting for her
comments at the last meeting.

Ms. Martinez doesn’t feel she should recuse herself from the meeting because, in her opinion,
her questions were legitimate.

Chairperson Garcia asked for a roll call to vote if Ms. Martinez should recuse herself from this
portion of the meeting. The Board voted 4 yes & 3 no to recuse Ms. Martinez from the meeting.

Mr. Testino, Esq., stated that this project has been in preparation for numbers of years and the
plan that has been submitted with this application is the result of work for at least past year with
number of planning groups throughout the city. The grants became available thru the funding
notice. If the Board would approve amendment to Focus 2000, the part C of the project will be
totally conforming with the Zoning Ordinance and mostly conforming under the current zone.

Mr. Testino calls Mr. Jeff Lanza, PE, PP and asked him to address again some waivers. Mr.
Lanza explained Item # 24 of the Feist Engineering report dated April 23, 2013, and stated that
in some areas on Chamberlain Avenue the slopes are going to be 3 to 1 slopes, which is 30%
slope and asked for waiver. Other waivers are requested for Item # 32, the pavement will be 2-
4-6 and Item # 18, sidewalks on the Chamberlain Avenue, will be 4 feet wide to much the
existing sidewalk.

Mr. Testino calls his witness, Ms. Laura Schwager, Development Principal with Ingerman. She
is sworn-in by Mr. Gibbons. In response to the question on the population at the development
Ms. Schwager stated that the total population is estimated to be about 200 people for 70 units.
She gave an overview on the Ingerman company, which is the company for the affordable
housing developing projects; they develop, construct and manage the projects. The majority of
the projects are located in the State of New Jersey. Ingerman manages all projects on daily
basis, they have the compliance division to make sure the communities are managed and in
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compliance with tax credit requirements. They have management on site 24 hours a day. Ms.
Schwager explained what tax credit funding means. Also, she explained that funding money is
available only for rentals.

Board’s discussion on parking, safety and zoning issues.

Public portion:

- Sharon …520 Cornell Str., talked about development to be too crowded and parking
issues at the site.

Mr. Testino calls his witness Ms. Edna Dorothy Carty-Daniels to address these issues. She
stated that they have a program for this kind of families and help them to develop.

- Susan Batista, 1074 Taxon Drive, she stated that the citizens asked to put townhouses
for purchase instead of housing; it will impact the school district.

- Ronald Ray, 712 Colgate Ave., stated that Perth Amboy doesn’t need low income
housing.

- Leslie Dominguez-Rodriguez spoke about overcrowded schools in Perth Amboy.

Meeting opened for the questions from the Planning Board to the applicant following a
discussion on the various subjects.

Mr. Testino summarized the application.

Mr. Szilagyi made a motion to approve the application with the conditions set forth and the
motion was so moved and seconded by Mr. Nascimento. The motion was voted on and
approved by the vote of 6 yes to 1 no (Ms. Kubulak).

ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE FOCUS 2000 PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 3

The City Council referred to the Planning Board for review and consideration proposed
amendments to the Area 3 Redevelopment Plans for the Delaney Home Project.

Mr. Ernest W. Feist, PE, PP, made a presentation on this amendment. He stated the purpose
of the Special Use Zone 3-DE is to promote a mixture of commercial and residential land uses
within a newly created mixed-use environment that will serve the community needs and create
new business and employment opportunities.

Ms. Kubulak asked various questions on this amendment.

M. Kubulak made a motion to move the recommendation with the conditions set forth and the
motion was so moved and seconded by Ms. Farber. All members present were in favor.

CLOSED SESSION: none

NEW BUSINESS: none

OLD BUSINESS: none
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: April 3, 2013

Approval of the minutes of April 3, 2013, has been carried to the next meeting.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:

Signed Iwona Cwiek's memo for payment of secretarial service for this meeting.

Ms. Kubulak made a motion to approve the payment and the motion was so moved and
seconded by Vice Chairperson Christine Dispenziere. The motion was voted on and approved.

ROLL CALL FOR UPCOMING MEETING:

Next scheduled regular meeting: June 5, 2013, at 7:00 P.M.

ADJOURNMENT:

Chairperson Garcia asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Kubulak made a motion to
adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Mr. Nascimento. Motion to adjourn the meeting of
April 3, 2013 was so moved.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Iwona Cwiek
Recording Secretary


