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MINUTES OF MEETING 
CITY OF PERTH AMBOY 

PLANNING BOARD 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2013 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:100 P.M. by Vice Chairperson Dispenziere. 
 
Salute to the flag (Pledge of Allegiance was said). 
 
Vice Chairperson Dispenziere advised the audience that notice of this meeting has been 
published in The Home News & Tribune and listed on the City of Perth Amboy’s web page at 
www.ci.perthamboy.nj.us. Notice has been posted on the bulletin board in the City Clerk’s office, 
indicating that tonight’s meeting is being held at the Council Chambers, City Hall, 260 High 
Street, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Those present: Vice Chairperson Christine Dispenziere, Mr. William Petrick – 

Councilman, Ms. Karen Kubulak, Mr. David Szilagyi, Mr. Steven 
Nascimento, Ms. Lissette Martinez, Mrs. Maria Farber, and Mr. S. Diaz. 

 
Those absent: Chairperson Maria Garcia, Mr. Kurt Rebovich Jr., Secretary, and Mayor 

Wilda Diaz (all excused) 
 
Planning Board Staff present at the meeting: 

 
 Jamie Rios, Administrative Officer 

Clifford Gibbons, Esq. 
 Ernest W. Feist, P.E., P.P. 
 Iwona Cwiek, Recording Secretary 
 
 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:  none 
 
APPLICATIONS:  
 
Docket No. 2968 Buckeye Perth Amboy Terminal, LLC 
   380 Maurer Road 
   Block 462; Lot 1    
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The applicant is requesting for a Minor Site Plan Approval.  Applicant is proposing a dike 
upgrade for tank 11. 
 
Mr. Stephen F. Hehl, Esq. is representing the applicant.  He submitted an affidavit of publication 
and affidavit of service prior to the meeting. Mr. Hehl gave a brief overview on this application. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his first witness Mr. Robert Orischak, Buckeye PM.  He is sworn-in by Mr. 
Gibbons.  Mr. Orischak explained that tank 11 was an asphalt service before and the dike 
criteria are different for each product.  They plan to put a petroleum product and in order to meet 
NJ criteria for hazardous materials (110% containment plus 6 inches overboard) Buckeye needs 
to expand the dike, which is currently not large enough to meet NJDEP requirements.  They will 
need to expand southern berm about 100 feet to the south.  They will comply with Mr. Feist 
report. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his second witness Mr. Jason Kappel, PE, with Spec Engineering.  He is sworn-in 
by Mr. Gibbons.  Mr. Kappel submitted Exhibit A1 – Plan of dike and a photo of the tank 11.  He 
described the existing site condition and stated that the relocated and improved dike 
encroaches the sideyard setback.  The outside toe of the required secondary containment 
earthen dike is setback in the sideyard a distance of 32 feet whereas the requirement by the 
Code is 100 feet.  He is requesting a variance.  Also, he requested various waivers including 
application for State wetlands approval, an on-site drainage plan, off-site drainage plan, 
landscaping and screenings, screening for bulk storage areas, exterior lighting plan and sheet 
size. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his third witness Mr. Anthony Rodriguez, PP.    He is sworn-in by Mr. Gibbons.  
Mr. Rodriguez provided an overview of the planning justification for the grant associated with 
this application.  
 
Public Portion:  
 

- Mr. Eugene Greenwald, owner of the property on 1035 State Street, asked if his property 
will be affected by this application. 

 
Mr. Kappel submitted Exhibit A2 – Overall site plan and Exhibit A3 – Aerial view and described 
to Mr. Greenwald where the tank is located. 
 
Councilman Petrick made a motion to approve the application with the conditions set forth and 
the motion was so moved and seconded by Ms. Kubulak.   The motion was voted on and 
approved by the vote of 8. 
 
Docket No. 2969 Buckeye Perth Amboy Terminal, LLC 
   380 Maurer Road 
   Block 462; Lot 1    
 
The applicant is requesting for a Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval.  Applicant is 
proposing a Ladder Track. 
 
Mr. Stephen F. Hehl, Esq. is representing the applicant.  He submitted an affidavit of publication 
and affidavit of service prior to the meeting. Mr. Hehl gave a brief overview on this application, 
which is updating an existing Ladder Track. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his first witness Mr. David Pepe, Director of Project Engineering with Buckeye.  
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He is sworn-in by Mr. Gibbons.  Mr. Pepe described railroad facility.  They need to upgrade the 
railroad to meet the Conrail requirements.  Buckeye would like to start construction in the middle 
of July and will complete the rail in February next year.  They will also improve the railroad 
crossing on Maurer Road.  The applicant will comply with Mr. Feist report. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his second witness Mr. Jason Kappel, PE, with Spec Engineering.  He is sworn-in 
by Mr. Gibbons.  Mr. Kappel submitted Exhibit A1 – Site plan overview – Central Yard and 
Exhibit A2 – Aerial view of parking lot.  Mr. Kappel stated that the project involves construction 
of six new track spurs in the Central Yard where four exist, a new track building, three new 
offloading platforms and new piping to access existing tankage.  The new track spurs are 
proposed to cross the right-of-ways of Tyrells Lane and Garretson Avenue.  The construction 
will also necessitate the demolition of two buildings on Lot 1 in Block 461 and the vacation of 
Tyrells Lane and a portion of Garretson Avenue.  Mr. Kappel also addressed in details the bulk 
variances and waivers requested as part of this application. 
 
Mr. Hehl calls his third witness Mr. Anthony Rodriguez, PP.    He is sworn-in by Mr. Gibbons.  
Mr. Rodriguez stated that the use is consistent with the current use, Zoning Ordinance and 
Master Plan.   He provided an overview of the planning justification.  
 
Public Portion: none 
 
Ms. Kubulak made a motion to approve the application with the conditions set forth and the 
motion was so moved and seconded by Councilman Petrick.   The motion was voted on and 
approved by the vote of 8. 
 
Docket No. 2970 Housing Authority of Perth Amboy 
   Convery Blvd. 
   Block 339; Lot 1 
 
The applicant is requesting for a Major Preliminary Site Plan Approval only.  The applicant 
proposes to construct three (3) two-story apartment buildings consisting of 70 garden 
apartments and 2,500 SF Community Room for affordable housing purposes with 112 parking 
spaces.  Project consists of 14-1BR, 36-2BR & 20-3BR. 
 
Mr. Edward Testino, Esq., is representing the applicant.  He submitted an affidavit of publication 
and affidavit of service prior to the meeting. Mr. Testino gave a brief overview on this 
application.   
 
Mr. Testino calls his first witness Mr. Douglas Dzema, Executive Director for Housing Authority. 
He is sworn-in by Mr. Gibbons.   Mr. Dzema stated that this is HUB property.  He submitted 
Exhibit A1 – Pre-Final Master Plan and base on it he described the proposed development.  The 
first stage will be construction of three 2-story apartment buildings consisting of 70 garden 
apartments and 2,500 SF community room for Affordable Housing purposes with 112 parking 
spaces and associated site improvements on a portion of the entire site.  The subject site is 
located in the R-M Zone with frontage on Convery Boulevard and Chamberlain Avenue.  The 
site contains a total of 15.693 acres.  Project consists of 14-1BR, 36-2BR & 20-3BR.  Mr. 
Dzema stated that in order to build this project, Housing Authority is seeking an amendment to 
Focus 2000 Redevelopment Plan.  If the application will be approved, PARA will designate the 
site as in need of redevelopment.  Then, the Housing Authority will be able to submit the 
application to the Housing and Mortgage Finance to fund the development.  They are hoping to 
submit the application before May 31, 2013, deadline.   Out of 70 units, 29 will be designated to 
Public Housing, 41 will served tax credit.  The Housing Authority hired Ingerman Developer to 
build and manage the properties. 
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Mr. Testino calls his second witness Mr. Jeff Lanza, PE, PP. He is sworn-in by Mr. Gibbons.   
Mr. Lanza described Part C of the Pre-Final Master Plan, which contains three 2-story 
apartment buildings and is situated on 3.6 acres with frontage on Chamberlain Avenue.  There 
are 2 driveways and 109 parking spaces behind buildings.  Mr. Lanza submitted Exhibit A2 – 
Color rendering of the landscaping and he addressed the proposed landscaping and lighting.  
He also justified the bulk variances created by this application and waivers listed in Mr. Feist 
report dated April 23, 2013, to which the applicant will fully conform. 
 
Mr. Testino calls his third witness Ms. Edna Dorothy Carty-Daniels. She is sworn-in by Mr. 
Gibbons.   Ms. Daniels is the Chairperson of the Board of Housing Authority.  She also gave a 
historic overview of the subject property.  Ms. Daniels stated that the Board has a waiting list of 
a total of 1546 people.  She stated that they have FFS program, which is taking care of the 
families who are placed in the apartments. 
 
Meeting opened for the questions from the Planning Board to the applicant following a 
discussion on the various subjects. 
 
Meeting opened for public portion: 
 

- Mr. Alan Papp, 137 Market Street, asked if the applicant was already before PARA 
 
Mr. Szilagyi made a motion to recess the public portion and the motion was seconded by Ms. 
Kubulak.  All members were in favor. 
 
Mr. Szilagyi made a motion to recess the meeting and the motion was seconded by Ms. 
Kubulak.  All members were in favor. 
 
Meeting was recessed at 12:25 A.M.  The date of continuation of the meeting will be provided 
thru emails.  No further notice of the meeting will be provided. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Iwona Cwiek 
Recording Secretary 


